
During recent years there has been 
an increased awareness of the
importance of encouraging children 
of all age groups to think more and
be involved in the decision-making
process. There are many different
models of Thinking Skills offered to
practitioners. This pack specifically
addresses the processes of Critical
Thinking. It provides teachers with
structured material which should
support pupils to think critically. 
The authors, who have been
involved in writing material to
enrich children’s education in a
range of topics, including teaching
Critical Thinking to different age
groups in both secondary and
primary schools – have evidence
that the processes involved in

Critical Thinking – analysis,
interpretation, reasoning, evaluating and making rational

decisions – should enhance the learning process of all children. 

Being engaged in activities which promote Critical Thinking increases children’s
confidence, language proficiency and problem solving skills. Teaching of specific
Critical Thinking skills should also enable children to transfer these to other
academic studies and in everyday life situations. 

This pack contains a collection of short and extended activities which are
designed to develop Critical Thinking skills in children (aged 7–11 years) to help
them to:

l realise that Critical Thinking is not about finding fault with ideas 
and events
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l enable them to think deeply, reason and reflect on issues 

l evaluate their own and others’ beliefs 

l construct coherent arguments and present arguments to 
justify reasons for their beliefs 

l persuade others with well-developed arguments. 

10. Weeping for Bonzo, can you help?

Here is a real life puzzle, which does not have one single solution. 

Offer the best solution you can, share it with others. Let them comment on your ideas.

Robbie’s pet dog, Bonzo, went missing a week ago. Robbie asked around to see if any one

had seen Bonzo. He stuck notices up everywhere. No response at all. As days passed by,

Robbie got more and more upset and couldn’t stop weeping for Bonzo. Then, after the first

week, Robbie’s friend told him that she had seen a card in the window of the local pet

shop. The card simply said “Dog for sale” followed by a description, which seemed to

match Bonzo’s appearance. What should Robbie do? He knows he cannot accuse

someone of stealing or advertising to sell a lost dog. Write down your ideas for Robbie. 
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17. Climate change 
“We have not taken to the streets for you to take selfies with us, and tell us thatyou really admire what we do.
We children are doing this to wake the adults up. We children are doing this foryou to put your differences aside and start acting as you would in a crisis. Wechildren are doing this because we want our hopes and dreams back.” 

– Greta Thunberg, No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference

Greta Thunberg is a Swedish school girl who campaigns for action to be taken aboutclimate change. At the age of 15 she began protesting outside the Swedish parliament.Since then she has spoken to meetings of world leaders all over Europe and in the USA.

We have all seen some of the effects of climate change.
More frequent powerful storms and floods

More drought

More hunger

Melting glaciers, sea ice and ice sheets

Rising sea levels

Which of the following actions do you think would mitigate (lessen the effects of) climate change?

Reduce your energy use

Travel less – especially by aeroplane

Reuse and recycle to limit waste

Support renewable energies using natural resources such as the sun, wind and water.

What other action could you take? As an individual? As a family? As a school?
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19 Hidden animals

Can you find the hidden animals?

For example, a goat is hidden in this sentence:

The bell will [go at] 11o’clock.

See if you can find these animals in the sentences below:

Dog        horse       kitten       pony       deer       owl

Bear       lamb        cat          hen         mice       rat

� We will amble over to the park. ___________________

� Come to the club early. ___________________

� Foxes prowl at night. ___________________

� Youth leaders do good work in the community. ___________________

� We will have supper at 6 o’clock. ___________________

� I made errors in the maths test. ___________________

� Pumice stones are used to remove hard skin. ___________________

� Kick it ten times with each foot. ___________________

� Keep on your toes. ___________________

	 Would you like relish or seasoning with your food? ___________________


 Tell me when you would like a cup of tea. ___________________

� There is a beautiful japonica tree in the garden. ___________________

23 Writing a persuasive argument
Writing a persuasive argument needs critical thinking skills, creativity, and imagination. 

You are trying to put a proposal (plan) about why you think the school playgroundshould have a special area for a special purpose. You would like to make this happen. 

In small groups, write a persuasive argument to present to a group of governorsand your headteacher. You can be as creative as you like, using posters, aPowerPoint Presentation or anything you think will help you to make an impact.

Remember:

When you put forward an argument you need to remember the following:
Get your facts right: Your views and opinions are more likely to be respected if yourarguments are well informed. Do some research. Is there any evidence that having a special area helps children and adults?

Anticipate what others may say against your arguments and plan. You will persuadeothers more effectively if you can see both sides of an issue.
Present your arguments clearly and logically.

Avoid language such as: We must have a quiet area. I hate all the noise in theplayground. Or, have a small garden to sit and think. How can you think whenpeople are always poking their nose into your business.
Don’t exaggerate or lie but stress the good points strongly. Use persuasive wordsand phrases. Using words such as ‘certainly’, ‘surely’ and ‘most definitely’ you aremore likely to make others believe you and agree with you. Using evidence, trystatements such as: ‘This will most definitely, help because …

Repetition of words: You may have noticed when politicians speak in the House ofCommons and elsewhere, they repeat words for effect. Repeating your points willreinforce your ideas and keep the audience with you. Try some examples, evidence andphrases which the audience will enjoy hearing. Use an example or case study of wherea special garden area has helped people.

…continued on next page

Here are some ideas to consider, but you may have better ideas. 

A water feature in the area.

A name for the special area.

What would you have in that area: seats, plants, for example.

Would your special area help people’s wellbeing? 

Would you plan a grand opening? Who will you invite to open the special area and

which other people will be at the opening ceremony? 

Now you need a good plan and a colourful design. Think about:

When would you want it to open? Plan a realistic timeline. 

What type of skills are needed to make your ideas happen. 

Who will you involve: parents, governors, local shops, garden designers or builders?

Share your vision. 

Finally, decide a set of criteria to use to evaluate the plans. Such as:

� Is the idea realistic? 

� Are the arguments reasonable?

� Is the proposal practical?

� Is the project worth all the effort?

� Will the special area benefit people?

� How good is the presentation? 

Each group should present their ideas to the rest of the class. Others can then enjoy and

review your plan. You may want to give each group a score out of 10. Or get another

group of children to be your audience and give feedback and justification for the score. 

Good luck.
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25 Endangered animals 
Prepare a presentation about how we should look after endangered animals. You haveseven minutes to do your presentation. It can be a speech with visual aids such as posters,collages or a PowerPoint presentation. But take ample time to prepare the presentation. 

Here are two examples of animals.

� Elephants 

Elephants are among endangered animals. They are the largest 
of land mammals on Earth. They are very smart and highly intelligent. They have verygood memory. They love their families. If a member of their family is injured, the rest ofthe group usually come and help it. A world without elephants is unthinkable. 

How can you protect them? Do some research by looking up in books or on the internetand prepare your talk about why and how we should look after these magnificent animals. 

� Pandas 

Pandas are beautiful animals, with a patchy black and white coat. 
It is the logo of the Word Wildlife Fund (WWF). Pandas spend 
12 hours everyday eating 12–38 kilograms of bamboo and for 
the rest of the day, they sleep! So they really do follow the saying,
‘Eat, Sleep, Repeat!’

So, why are our cute, furry friends endangered? Well, here are 4 main reasons:

They only eat bamboo

Their habitat is being destroyed

They are being hunted 

They are quite scattered, so it is hard to reproduce

Are Pandas really in danger of extinction? How can we help pandas? In yourpresentation suggest what can be done to preserve these lovely animals. 



How to use this pack 
All children benefit from learning Critical Thinking skills. You may want to teach in
small groups or introduce the activity to the whole class and assign them into
groups to work together. It is possible to change the order of activities. It is
possible for teachers to be flexible in the use of the ideas within the activities or
create new ideas or/and adapt them to fit in with other topical issues or in the
normal curriculum. 

Which children do the activities?
All children benefit from learning Critical Thinking skills. You may want to teach
small groups or introduce the activity to the whole class and assign them into
groups to work together. As discussion and interaction are vital to the use of the
skills, we do not recommend children working only individually all the time on the
activities. Our own research and many years of practical work have shown that
being involved in talk interaction can raise children’s confidence and deeper
understanding of ideas.

The Authors
Valsa Koshy has worked on several projects for enriching children’s learning as a Professor of
Education at Brunel University. For many years she has led Professional Development courses for
teachers and taught on master’s and doctoral research degree programmes, as well as carrying
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(BACE) Centre, which has supported talent development for 20 years. Through her own research
and from many years of reviewing expert literature, Valsa is a firm believer in the role of
developing Critical Thinking, reasoning and problem solving in enhancing younger children’s
learning, confidence and achievement. Valsa has published widely on a range of topics, including
Critical Thinking.

Sally Paggetti has been a teacher for 25 years, the last 15 of those as an Advanced Skills Teacher,
specialising in developing teaching strategies and programmes for enriching student learning. For
the past 10 years she has been working as a consultant on the Brunel University’s intervention
Programmes. She is an expert on teaching Critical Thinking skills to secondary school and, recently,
has focussed on developing Critical Thinking skills in younger children.

Elizabeth Koshy is a mother and has been a general practitioner (GP) and is a medical researcher.
She obtained a PhD in Medicine from Imperial College London. She believes that Critical Thinking
contributes to reduce children’s anxiety and fear by encouraging them to think deeply, seek
evidence and reflect before making decisions. In the present times of fake news and wrong
information in circulation, Critical Thinking is more important than ever in children. 
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